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ground, just large enough to contain our guns, with two deep hollow ways on each side the field, at each end wheieof we had raised a little redoubt, which sei\ed to pieseive our men fiom the shot of the town Those little redoubts, in which we had some field pieces, flanked the batteiy, and icndeied it entnely secuie fiom any suiprise of the enemy Theie \\ere several other smaller batteries raised upon the hills adjacent, in places not to be appioached, which, in a nunnei, lendered all the aitilleiy of the enemy useless, by leason thei men could not ply them but with the utmost danger, whereas, ouis weie secure, very few being killed, and those mostly by random shot
But to letuin to the general Forced as he was to take this extiaoichnaiy lesolution, he concluded the icadiest way to surprise his enemies, was to elude his fnends He theie-lore called a council of war ashore, of the land-ofiiuki s, and aboaid, of the admnals and sea-officers, in both which it was i esol\ ed, that in case the siege of Barcelona was ] udged impiacticable, and that the troops should be le-embciikod by a day appointed, an effoit should be made upon the kingdom of Naples Accoidingly, the day afhxed being como, the heavy aitilleiy, landed foi the siege, was ictuined aboaid the ships, and everything in appearance picpaicd for a le-embaikmerit Duiing which, the gcneial was obliged to undeigoall the icpioaches of a dissatisfied comt, and, what was moie uneasy to him, the nmimunngs of the MM-oflk or ^ who, not so competent judges in what leLited to sieges, weie one and all inclined to a design upon Barcelona,, and the rathei, because, as the season was so far spent, it was thought altogether improper to engage the fleet in any new undei taking Howevei, all things weie so well disguibed by our seeming preparations foi a i etreat, that the very night our troops were in march towaids the attack of Monjouick, there weie public entertainments and rejoicings in the town foi the laismg of the siege
The Prince of Hesse had taken large liberties in complaining against all the pioceedmgs in the camp before Batcelona even to insinuations, that though the earl gave his opinion foi some effoit in public, yet used he not suiUcient authority ovei the general officeis to incline them to comply , throwing out withal some hints, that the general, fiom the beginning, had declaxed himself in favour of other operations, and